Internet Archive Joins Boston Library Consortium
Launching pilot program to enable innovative resource sharing
APRIL 20, 2021

BOSTON, Mass.—The Boston Library Consortium (BLC) has welcomed the Internet Archive as its
newest affiliate member – joining 19 other libraries in the BLC’s network working on innovative
solutions that enrich the creation, dissemination and preservation of knowledge.
The Internet Archive, the non-profit library which celebrates its 25th anniversary this year, has
large physical, born-digital and digitized collections serving a global user base. The Internet
Archive’s history with the BLC goes back to the formation of the Open Content Alliance, through
which the member libraries committed $845,000 to begin digitizing out-of-copyright books
from their collections in 2007.
As part of the affiliate membership, the Internet Archive will participate in many of the BLC’s
programs, including the consortium’s membership communities and professional development
initiatives. The BLC will also pilot an expansion of its resource sharing program, allowing faculty,
students, and scholars across the membership to tap into the Internet Archive’s vast digital
collection through inter-library lending of non-returnables.
“Resource sharing is core to the mission and purpose of the Boston Library Consortium,” said
Anne Langley, president of the BLC and dean of the UConn Library. “We are enthusiastic about
leveraging our shared expertise to mobilize the digital collections that the Internet Archive
stewards.”
For Brewster Kahle, founder and digital librarian of the Internet Archive, this membership builds
on a longstanding partnership with the BLC. “We love the BLC and its libraries,” said Kahle.
“We’ve been working with the BLC and its member libraries as we have digitized our collections
for more than ten years. Being welcomed into the consortium will enable further and closer
collaboration between this forward-looking collective of libraries.”
Charlie Barlow, executive director of the BLC, who worked to bring the Internet Archive into the
consortium, said the BLC recognizes the value of extending its reach. “The BLC is thinking about
new mechanisms upon which we can share knowledge,” said Barlow. “The events of the past
year only reinforced our belief that the more we can draw on digital resources, the more
effectively we can serve our membership and the scholarly community.”
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About the Boston Library Consortium
Founded in 1970, the BLC is an academic library consortium serving public and private
universities, liberal arts colleges, state and special research libraries in New England. The BLC
members collaborate to deliver innovative and cost-effective sharing of print and digital
content, professional development initiatives, and projects across a wide range of library
practice areas.
About the Internet Archive
The Internet Archive is one of the largest libraries in the world and home of the Wayback
Machine, a repository of 475 billion web pages. Founded in 1996 by Internet Hall of Fame
member Brewster Kahle, the Internet Archive now serves more than 1.5 million patrons each day,
providing access to 70+ petabytes of data—books, web pages, music, television and software—
and working with more than 800 library and university partners to create a digital library,
accessible to all.

Contact: Charlie Barlow, Boston Library Consortium - cbarlow@blc.org
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